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40th ANNUAL CHANGE OF WATCH 

Welcome to our new bridge who were sworn in at the 40th Change of Watch at Marco Island 

Yacht Club on Wednesday, February 13, 2019.  First row, left to right:  Lt/C Lindsay McFadden, 

Treasurer; Lt/C Meg Smith, AP, Secretary; 1/Lt Kathleen Reynolds, AP, Asst. Secretary; Lt/C 

Tom Ryan, AP, Educational Officer; 1/Lt Steve Riley, Assistant Treasurer; Second Row, left to 

right:  Commander Tom Morr, P; Lt/C Bob Smith, AP; Lt/C Wanda Burson, S; and 1/Lt John 

Maciolek, AP, Assistant Educational Officer.  Not pic-

tured, 1/Lt Sonya Benson, Assistant Administrative Of-

ficer. 

We were joined for the evening by District 22 officers as 

well as representatives from the Marco Island Yacht Club 

and Marco Island Coast Guard Auxiliary.  In addition to 

the change of watch, we swore in four new members.  

More pictures from the evening can be found on page 12. 



INDEX OF SPONSORS 

The EAGLEôS EYE   Above is an alphabetical list of our 
advertisers. When you visit one of these establishments 
and use their services, please tell them you are a member 
of the Marco Island Sail and Power Squadron and saw 
their advertisement here. We want them to know how 
much we appreciate their support for our publication and 
organization.  Opinions expressed in The Eagleôs Eye are 
those of the author of the article and do not necessarily 
represent the position of The Eagleôs Eye, MISPS or 
USPSÈ.  MISPS 2018É.  All Rights Reserved.                 

óDistinctive Communicatorô 
is an award for publications 
that meet or exceed a defined 
criteria.  The Eagleôs Eye is 
recognized for this award. 
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MISPS is a squadron in District 22 

 

2 

Support our Sponsors 
é tell them you saw their ad  

in The Eagleôs Eye. 
            Page Number  
 
Bottoms Up Hull & Prop, Inc.  19 
Condee Cooling & Electric  18 
Ehlen Floor Covering   07 
Executive Home Watch  07 
Intercoastal Marine Service  19 
Island Automotive   19 
La Font Dô MedSpa   19 
ProCraft Roofing   20 
Proutôs Plumbing   19 
Rose Marina    07  
Siegel Dental    19 
The Print Shop   17 
Wynnôs Market   07 
 
   
 
 

Trademark Disclaimer:  ÈThe USPS Ensign (Flag Design), 
"Wheel-and-Flag Design", ñOfficer Trident Designò, ñUnited States 
Power SquadronsÈ", "USPS", "The Ensign", "the Squadron" with 
flag graphic, "Paddle Smart", "USPS University", "Boat Smart", "Jet 
Smart", and "America's Boating ClubÊ" are registered trademarks of 
United States Power Squadrons. The Squadron Boating Course is a 
service mark of United States Power Squadrons. The "USPS Trade 
Dress" is a trademark of United States Power Squadrons. 

 

The Eagleôs Eye is a Copyright 2018 of 
Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron 
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Coming Events  2018-2019 
 

       

March 

3/3  Naples Concert Band, Cambier Park     1400 

3/5  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center                                        1300  p. 17 

3/7  Cruise and Lunch, Dolphin Tiki Bar                   1200  p. 07 

3/9  Beach Cleanup, South Beach                  0800 

3/9  D22 Officer Training Class,  Sarasota     0930 

3/13  Executive Meeting, Learning Center          0900 

3/13  Membership Dinner Meeting, Marco Island Yacht Club   1700 p. 09 

3/19  Silver Tridents Breakfast               0830 

3/19  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center          1300  p. 17 

3/23  Cruise & Picnic, Cape Romano            1230  p. 07 

3/23  DB2000 Training, Sarasota       0930 

3/24  Twins vs. Yankees, Hammond Stadium, Ft. Myers   1300   

3/27  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

April 

4/2  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center     1300  p. 17 

4/3  First Ever MISPS Fishing Event      0800  p. 18 

4/6  Cruise & Raft Up, Turtle Key      1300  p. 07 

4/10  Executive Board Meeting, Learning Center    0900 

4/10  Membership Meeting, Marco Island Yacht Club    1700  p. 13 

4/12-13 D22 Spring Conference/COW, Punta Gorda    0900  p. 14-16 

4/16  Silver Tridents Breakfast       0830 

4/16  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center     1300 p. 17 

4/20  Cruise & Lunch, Mangos       1200 p. 07 

4/24  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

May 

5/7  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300 

5/8  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

5/8  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p, 04 

5/18  Cruise and Lunch, Island Gypsy      1130 p. 07 

5/21  Silver Tridents Breakfast       TBA 

5/21  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300 

5/22  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 

5/25  Miniature Golf Tournament/LaTavola     1900 

5/30  Cruise and Lunch, Port of the Islands     1200 p. 07 
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   COMMANDER 
   Tom Morr, P 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Captainôs Meeting  
ñMeet & Greetò  
everyone welcome!    
CJôs Gazebo Bar  

at the Esplanade at 1700  
on the  4th  Wednesday  

of the Month 
 

For March RSVP  to 
 

Sonya Benson at  
414-617-5718  Or Email:   
sbensonwi@gmail.com 

  THE EAGLEôS EYE EDITOR 

 Lt Marcy Marinelli, P 

Americaôs Boating Club-Marco Island is part of the 
larger organization of USPS and District 22.  Our D22 
spring conference is coming up in April.  If you have 
not attended a conference before, it is a great oppor-
tunity to network with other D22 members and to up-
date your skills and knowledge.  Plus itôs a lot of fun.  
The spring conference will be held at the Charlotte 
County Event Center in Punta Gorda.  Hotels are 
close by and offer a special conference rate.  If you are 
interested in attending, let Commander Morr know of 
your interest. We need 10 delegates to represent our 
group, but others are welcome to attend. 
 
Be sure to check out the District 22 conference infor-
mation on pages 14-16 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please let me know of anyone who is sick,  

injured or deceased.  I will send a card in the name 
of the squadron. 

 
AnnMarie Ryan 
908-313-8357 

annmarieryan@att.net 

 SUNSHINE NEWS 
Please remember the family of 

MISPS members Frances Diebler 

and John Sharkey who recently 

passed away. 

It takes a Squadron!  It takes many  

people working together to organize  

the fun events, courses and services that  

promote safe boating and help build the  

boating community here on Marco  

Island. 

 

This month, Americaôs Boating Club ï  

Marco Island installed a new group of  

Bridge Officers, committee chairs and volunteer leaders 

ï 41 in all ï to operate the Club over the next year.  Forty

-one, yikes, thatôs why we call it a óChange of Watch,ô not 

óChange of Commander!ô  (Thank you for allowing me to 

be a part of this great team.)  More than 50 people orga-

nized our Wine and Hors dôoeuvres fund raiser.  Another 

10 teach courses, 12 are vessel safety examiners, 13 con-

duct Co-Op Charting.  Many more enjoy cruises and 

meetings.  It is all of us that make our Club a vibrant and 

valuable group. 

We are a boating club with a mission ï to have fun while 

boating safely here.  How do we do that?   

We help boaters gain knowledge and skills with our 

courses, simulator and cruises. 

We assure that Marco vessels are correctly equipped 

with our free safety checks. 

With our co-op charting we support area officials 

who mark our waterways. 

We organize group boat outings to have fun, learn 

from and help one another. 

We conduct programs (dinner speakers, óWear Itô 

campaign, and flare demonstrations) to learn 

new skills. 

In short, we seek to build a community of skilled active 

boaters for whom safety assures that every outing is fun.  

And we want to attract people to our club and our cause 

to extend our reach and value.  I think of it as throwing a 

rock in a pond.  We want to send ripples out to reach 

others.  During 2019-20, Americaôs Boating Club ï 

Marco Island will try to expand our valuable network, 

educate in new ways and creatively share the fun of boat-

ing.   

Join me in thanking P/C Gene Burson and his Bridge for 

their leadership (Itôs not over yet, Gene.) and all the peo-

ple who have agreed to be part of the team for 2019-20 

for what they will do. 

With so many helping hands involved is not hard, itôs 

fun.  Those who participate gain the satisfaction of doing 

something worthwhile and build lasting friendships.  If 

you havenôt yet been asked to be active, let me know.  We 

need you.  It takes a Squadron. 



In February we had a success-

ful Installation of Squadron 

Officers with many Officers 

from the District Bridge and 

Commanders of other boating 

clubs on Marco Island. We 

have lots of opportunities in 

store for you and I am really 

looking forward to a great year as your new Ad-

ministrative Officer.   

Our Membership Committee has been very active 

and we are fortunate to have several new members.  

Please make them feel welcome and invite them to 

join us in the many activities we have planned for 

this month.   

We have a few boating activities scheduled this 

month.  If you would like to attend with someone 

else, check the activities list and find the Cruise 

Captain who can assign you to ride with another 

member who will be attending.  

We play cards on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 

month at the Learning Center.  Call Dorothy 

Harkness and sign up, beginners to experts ï itôs 

all fun. 

Looking over the Activities Schedule, you will find 

lots of things to do from a concert to a baseball 

game.  To cover your Civic activities, how about a 

beach cleanup on the 9th of March?  The Squadron 

is sponsoring this cleanup at South Beach.  You 

donôt need to sign up; just show up at South Beach 

at 8 a.m. 

If you have any ideas of things you think we might 

enjoy as a group, please give me a call.  I am al-

ways open to new ideas. 

Take time to enjoy yourselves this month and keep 

smiling. 

Recently our Boating Clubôs Safe-
ty Officer, Ed Bauer, completed a 
Vessel Safety Check for my boat 
and found things to be in good 
order, except that he noted that 
my flares were due to expire in 
May of this year.  When I told Ed 
that I was considering an electron-
ic flare, he was good enough to tell 
me that one was currently on sale 
so I purchased an "Electronic SOS Beacon Locator 
Kitñ that very day.  The descriptive literature hailed 
the product as "an excellent alternative to traditional 
flares for use during the day or nightò.  I believe this 
to be true, as the traditional flares can be very messy 
and even dangerous if not handled properly.  The kit 
also supplies a US Coast Guard approved vinyl or-
ange and black distress flag for daytime signaling.   
 
In a night time emergency, the electronic beacon 
flashes an SOS distress signal in Morse Code.  It can 
be hung from a visible location on the boat or can be 
hand held.  If dropped overboard it self-rights and 
floats.  I am happy with this latest addition to my 
boatôs safety equipment and am hoping that it will be 
the last ñflareò I will ever have to buy.   
 
Last monthôs Change Of Watch ceremony prompted 
all in attendance  to reflect on the Boating Clubôs 
many accomplishments during  the past year under 
the able leadership of Commander Gene Burson.  I 
have appreciated Geneôs positive attitude in all of our 
endeavors and I am certain that he will continue to 
volunteer his many talents to promote our future ad-
vancements.  I look forward to working with the new-
ly installed Bridge to build upon the great foundation 
that all of our Past Commanders have constructed for 
us.   
 
I want to thank all of last yearôs Administrative De-
partment volunteers for their contributions to the 
Boating Club, and especially Sonya Benson, Dorothy 
Harkness and Sheila Thieme, who have worked 
countless hours to make our many functions and ac-
tivities so successful.  Iôm excited about our opportu-
nities to grow in the coming year and am happy to 
continue working with Commander Tom Morr to 
enhance our educational and community service 
goals. 
   
Anticipating a great slate of activities available to our 
members in March, I want to encourage everyone to 
participate and enjoy.  Come on out and share in the 
fun! 

   

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

  Lt/C Wanda Burson,  S 

   EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

   Lt/C Bob Smith, AP 
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Squadron Rosters for 2019-2020 are 

now available.  If you havenôt gotten 

your copy, contact Peggy Reiss! 
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Most boating accidents happen from the 
most mundane events.  Here are 11 tips for 
keeping out of trouble: 
 
Running out of fuel. Follow the rule 1/3 
out, 1/3 back, and 1/3 extra. 
Running aground. Marco waters are noto-
rious for their shoals, mud, and oyster 
bars. Itôs not the grounding that hurts you ð itôs the 
sudden stop.  
Falling overboard. Humiliating certainly, but danger-
ous if you hit your head or are not wearing a PFD. 
Wear the emergency cut-off switch lanyard. 
Sinking. Before departing make sure the bilge pump is 
working properly and the garboard plug is in place. 
Keep available a handful of wooden tapered pegs you 
can pound into a broken through-hull to stop the wa-
ter. 
Catching fire. Always sniff the bilge for fuel fumes be-
fore departing. Look for signs of leakage like obvious 
fuel on the bottom or a rainbow-like slick on bilge wa-
ter, and never start a marine engine without running 
the bilge blower at least four minutes. Make sure you 
have the proper fire extinguishers on board for fuel or 
electrical fires, and make sure they remain charged 
from season to season.  
Breaking down. Keep an eye on battery voltage; it 
should reflect no less than 12 volts. Be particularly 
careful to monitor battery levels when using the stereo 
or other 12-volt equipment on board. make sure the 
safety kit includes tools and flares to mark your posi-
tion. 
Speeding at night. The rules donôt forgive boaters who 
fail to travel at a reasonably safe speed for the environ-
ment, especially at night 
Lacking proper safety gear. Ensure you have the prop-
er number and sizes of life jackets. Donôt leave port 
without working flares, properly functioning running 
lights or horn, or alternative propulsion such as a pad-
dle. An anchor is the first line of defense in a break-
down or storm.  
Forget to consider the weather. Donôt leave port with-
out checking the weather; keep your VHF tuned to 
channel 16 for USCG weather advisories. 
Failing to maintain a lookout. Whether at anchor or on 
the fly, maintaining a lookout is mandatory for safe 
boating. 
Not wearing a life jacket.  77% of drowned boaters 
were not wearing life jackets. 
Some content from Boating magazine 

        SAFETY OFFICER 

       Lt Ed Bauer, S 

Did you realize that the Squadron offers 
ñOn-the-water trainingò free to its mem-
bers?  Yes, we provide this as a service to 
our members on their own boats.  Also, 
we have a training simulator at the learn-
ing center that is available for our mem-
bers to ñtry outò boat operations before going on the 
water.  Both of these services are available to all 
members but must be scheduled.  Call or email me 
tomryan@att.net  or John Maciolek jlmmaci-
olek@live.com  to set up a session. 

The on-the-water training program is intended to 
help boaters (both new and experienced) learn and 
practice various boating operations.  It can include 
basic things such as getting the boat ready to go out, 
using a lift, getting on and off the lift.  We also have 
trainers who can help with docking, turning, opera-
tion on plane and anchoring to name a few. 

From my experience I find that the one area that 
most boaters need help with is working their electron-
ics.  We offer classes in charting, GPS and VHF ra-
dio.  But our classes are generic and the information 
is accurate but each manufacturer implements it dif-
ferently.  A reasonable follow-up to one of the classes 
is an on the water session demonstrating operation of 
your equipment.  I can hear our instructors ñgroanò!   

We are not able to give tutorials on how to use a spe-
cific GPS.   But if we know the manufacturer and 
model of your equipment, we should be able to help 
get it set up and demonstrate the basic operation.  If 
you would like some help give us a call and we will try 
to get someone who is familiar with your equipment.  
Alternatively, if you are comfortable with your equip-
ment and would be willing to help someone else who 
has the same electronics, let me know ï we welcome 
your expertise. 

The training simulator uses our classroom computer 
and our projector to simulate the actual operation of 
a boat.  It provides a large number of situations that 
challenge your skills.  For example, you can practice 
docking in many different configurations and condi-
tions.  It is surprisingly realistic.  Plus, itôs fun. We 
schedule the simulator in İ hour sessions.  Call or 
email me or John to schedule a slot. 

On the classroom scene, weôve had about 70 students 
participate in our courses and seminars.  The ABC 
was the best attended course with 20 students (over 3 
sessions).  The Charting/GPS seminar was the most 
popular seminar with 21 students.   We are still com-
pleting a couple of our courses.  Weather and Marine 
Navigation (aka Piloting) will finish this week.  We 
will be offering our final ABC course of the season 
starting on March 4.   
(Continued at bottom of next column) 

     EDUCATION OFFICER 

       Lt/C Tom Ryan 

 

Education Officer Report (Cont.):   I am also thinking 
of offering a Hurricane Preparedness seminar (2-hour 
session) before hurricane season.  If you would be in-
terested in this or any other seminar ï please send me 
an email  tomryan@att.net  

mailto:tomryan@att.net
mailto:jlmmaciolek@live.com
mailto:jlmmaciolek@live.com
mailto:tomryan@att.net


 

 Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron Boating Activities  
Boating  Chair:  Lt Nick Rago, AP at (860) 798-4141 
Boating Assist. Chair:  Dan Marinelli (240) 606-1119 

 

  ** Call the Lunch Chair for reservations at the restaurants 
      Sonya Benson at  414-617-5718  Or Email:  sbensonwi@gmail.com 

 

                      Before cruising, make sure you have your vessel safety check!  
07 March Cruise & Lunch, Dolphin Tiki Bar    1200        Ed Bauer  540-463-2018 

23 March Cruise & Picnic, Cape Romano    1230        Carl Thieme  239-394-4236 

06 April Cruise & Raft Up, Turtle Key    1300        Tippy Cavanagh  239-248-5815 

20 April Cruise & Lunch, Mangos     1200        Don Cates  217-370-6659 

18 May Cruise & Lunch, Island Gypsy     1130        TBA 

30 May Cruise & Lunch, Port of the Islands   1200        TBA 

If youôd like to go on one of these trips, but donôt have a boat, contact the cruise captain who 

can connect you with someone willing to give you a ride! 
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wŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎ hũŜǊŜŘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нлмф 

Course Public 
Day of 
Week Time Start Date Days Instructor(s) 

Public Boat-
ing 

            

America's 
Boating 
Course 

Yes M & TH 1800 4-Mar 5 1/Lt John Maciolek, AP 732-496-4595 

Vessel 
Trainer 

REQUEST ONLY   Lt/C Tom Ryan, AP 908-432-8767 

On-The Wa-
ter Training 

REQUEST ONLY   D/Lt/C Ted Reiss, SN-CN 239-213-8722 

8 

WHITE HORSE KEY CRUISE AND PICNIC 

Cruise Captain Andy Battaglia led a flotilla of seven boats carrying 27 members and guests for a beau-

tiful day at Whitehorse Key on Saturday, February 15.  Ed Bauer offered vessel safety checks for mem-

ber boats.  A great day of picnicking, sunning, swimming and beach walking was had by all. 

 

  

MISPS boats beached at Whitehorse Key 

Ed Bauer inspects Lindsay McFaddenôs boat 

MISPS bathing beauties get ready for a swimEnjoying good company and food 
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MARCO ISLAND YACHT CLUB  
1400 N. Collier Blvd., Marco Island 
1700 (5:00 PM) ï SOCIALIZING 

17:45 (5:45 PM) ï SQUADRON MONTHLY MEETING 
18:15 (6:15 PM) DINNER FOLLOWED BY SPEAKER  

DAVID WOLFF  OCEAN HABITATS, INC. 
MENU: 

$35 per person 
Choose One Dinner per Person: 

Mingled Greens, Cucumber, Tomato, etc. 
                           Chicken Marsala 

Or 
Black Plum Short Rib 

Roasted Sweet Potato Tower 
Or 

Vegetarian: Veggie Quesadilla  
Key Lime Tart 

 

Adult Beverages Available for Purchase 

 (No cash or Discover card ï Only Master Charge, Visa, or American Express) 

MAIL CHECKS PAYABLE TO MISPS TO: 
DOROTHY HARKNESS 
1651 BARBADOS CT. 
MARCO ISLAND, FL 34145 
642-3575 
 
Name__________________________________ 
Tel#________________________ 
Menu choice:   Chicken________    Short Rib_________ Vegetari-
an________ 
No. attending @ $35__________   Amount Enclosed ______________________ 

 

 

PLEASE RESPOND BY FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2019 

Because the Yacht Club is closed on Mondays, reservations must be received by the Friday before the meet-
ing so that the proper amount of food may be ordered. 
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WINE AND HORS DôOEUVRES PARTY RECAP 

Over 300 people attended the annual Wine and Hors D ôOeuvres Party on January 25, 2019 at San Marco 

Catholic Church.  According to Past Commander, Gene Burson, this yearôs event was one of the best in 

recent memories.  The silent auction had one of the largest offerings we have ever had and the amount of 

money raised will provide a solid cushion for our education program in the upcoming year.  Thanks to all 

members who volunteered to work the event, cooked food, cleaned up, collected silent auction items, or 

attended the event.  All of working together made it a great success! 

Some of the silent auction art work. 

A sample of the delicious food 

Rick Kelso and Mary Kreppein talk the 

Pope into buying a 50-50 ticket! 

The amazing kitchen crew:  Steve Riley, Mer-

cedes and Nick Fabregas 
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Dan Marinelli and Joe Whiting were in 

charge of  beer and soda 

Members Dick Flaherty (3rd from left) and Susan 

Flaherty (on right) brought their neighbors to the 

party 



NEW MEMBER WELCOME 

On Friday February 1, 2019 we welcomed new members at the home of D/Lt/C Andy Battaglia.  

The new member welcomes are a way to introduce our newest members to the bridge leadership, 

the structure of the organization, and squadron activities.  The group enjoyed pizza, drinks and 

good fellowship.  (Photos courtesy of Andy Battaglia) 

Ted Reiss, Marc Pellegrini, Carl Thieme and Tom 

Morr 
Enjoying good food and company 

New member Madeline Moore, Bob and Meg 

Smith, Teri OôConnell and Rhonda Gloodt 

                  Marc Pellegrini, Ted and Peggy Reiss 

Sheila Thieme and Mirian Pellegrini 

 

Nick and Mercedes Fabregas with new members 

Mary and Bill Kreppein 
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CHANGE OF WATCH 
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New members John and Madeline Moore and David 

Randall and Shelly Derrough are sworn in by Com-

mander Burson 

Past Commander Burson with MIYC Commander 

Jeff Comeaux and his wife Carol shared in our 

change of watch 

The new bridge received their burgees 

Commander Morr presents Past Commander 

Burson his Past Commander burgee 

Commander Morr sworn in by District 22  

Commander Don Cook 


