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AMERICAôS BOATING CLUB-MARCO ISLAND MEMBERS 

SWORN IN AT DISTRICT 22 CHANGE OF WATCH!  

A large contingent of MISPS members attended the District 22 Spring Conference on April 12 and 

13 and were present at the Change of Watch on April 13, 2019.  The following MISPS members 
assumed leadership positions on the D22 Bridge for 2019-2010:   D/Lt/C Ted Reiss, SN-CN became 
the D22 Cdr.; D/Lt Peggy Reiss, JN-IN became D22 Secretary; D/Lt/C Andrea Battaglia, SN be-
came D22 Treasurer; P/C Gene Burson, JN became D22 Assistant Secretary; D/Lt Teri OôCon-

nell, JN will be chair of the Audit Committee; D/Lt Lee Harkness, AP became Chair of the D22 
Rules Committee and Parliamentarian and D/Lt Jim Olmes, SN became a member of the D22 Fi-
nance Committee.  Congratulations to all the new bridge members!   

 

 

Past Chief Commander Louis 

Ojeda, SN, administers the 

oath of office to new D22 Com-

mander Ted Reiss, SN-CN ac-

companied by wife, D/1/L Peg-

gy Reiss, JN.  Ted received his 

District commander burgee 

too.  More photos on pages 16 

and 17. 

Some of the MISPS delegation 
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advertisers. When you visit one of these establishments 
and use their services, please tell them you are a member 
of the Marco Island Sail and Power Squadron and saw 
their advertisement here. We want them to know how 
much we appreciate their support for our publication and 
organization.  Opinions expressed in The Eagleôs Eye are 
those of the author of the article and do not necessarily 
represent the position of The Eagleôs Eye, MISPS or 
USPSÈ.  MISPS 2019É.  All Rights Reserved.                 
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is an award for publications 
that meet or exceed a defined 
criteria.  The Eagleôs Eye is 
recognized for this award. 
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Email: thomas.morr@outlook.com 
 
Lt/C Robert N. Smith, AP 
(609) 752-2459 
 
Lt/C Thomas R. Ryan, AP 
(908) 432-8767 
 
1/Lt John Maciolek, AP 
(732) 496-4595 
 
Lt/C Wanda Burson, S 
(239) 777-1484 
 
1/Lt Sonya Benson 
(414) 461-7518 
 
Lt/C Margaret M. Smith, AP 
(609) 752-2575 
 
1/Lt  Kathleen H. Reynolds, AP 
(239)394-0459 
 
Lt/C Lindsay McFadden 
(262) 483-3337 
 
1/Lt Steven Riley 
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MISPS is a squadron in District 22 
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Support our Sponsors 
é tell them you saw their ad  

in The Eagleôs Eye. 
            Page Number  
 
Bottoms Up Hull & Prop, Inc.  19 
Condee Cooling & Electric  18 
Ehlen Floor Covering   07 
Executive Home Watch  07 
Intercoastal Marine Service  19 
Island Automotive   19 
La Font Dô MedSpa   19 
Proutôs Plumbing   19 
Rose Marina    07  
Siegel Dental    19 
The Print Shop   18 
Wynnôs Market   07 
 
   
 
 

 
 

Trademark Disclaimer:  ÈThe USPS Ensign (Flag Design), 
"Wheel-and-Flag Design", ñOfficer Trident Designò, ñUnited States 
Power SquadronsÈ", "USPS", "The Ensign", "the Squadron" with 
flag graphic, "Paddle Smart", "USPS University", "Boat Smart", "Jet 
Smart", and "America's Boating ClubÊ" are registered trademarks of 
United States Power Squadrons. The Squadron Boating Course is a 
service mark of United States Power Squadrons. The "USPS Trade 
Dress" is a trademark of United States Power Squadrons. 

 

The Eagleôs Eye is a Copyright 2019 of 
Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron 
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Coming Events  2019 
May 

5/6  Safe Boating Month Proclamation, City Council Meeting  1730 

5/7  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 18 

5/8  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

5/8  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 

5/9  Hurricane Preparedness Seminar, Learning Center   1800  p. 16 

5/18  Cruise and Lunch, Island Gypsy      1130 p. 07 

5/21  Silver Tridents Breakfast       0830 

5/21  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 18 

5/22  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 

5/25  Miniature Golf Tournament/LaTavola     1700  p. 08 

5/27  Cruise and Lunch, Port of the Islands     1200 p. 07 

June 

6/4  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 18 

6/12  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

6/12  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

6/18  Silver Tridents Breakfast       0830   

6/18  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 18 

6/26  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  0. 04 

6/29  Cruise and Picnic, Keewaydin Island     1130  p. 07 

July 

7/2  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300 p. 18 

7/10  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

7/13  Cruise & Lunch, Island Gypsy      1130  p. 07 

7/16  Silver Tridents Breakfast       TBA 

7/16  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 18 

7/24  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

7/27  Cruise & Picnic, Coconut Island      1130  p. 07 

August 

8/6  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 18 

8/14  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

8/17  Cruise & Lunch, Naples Boat House     TBA 

8/20  Silver Tridents        0830 

8/20  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 19 

8/28  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 
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   COMMANDER 
   Tom Morr, P 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Captainôs Meeting  
ñMeet & Greetò  
everyone welcome!    
CJôs Gazebo Bar  

at the Esplanade at 1700  
on the  2nd and 4th   
Wednesday  
of the Month 

 

For May RSVP  to 
 

Sonya Benson at  
414-617-5718  Or Email:   
sbensonwi@gmail.com 

  THE EAGLEôS EYE EDITOR 

 Lt Marcy Marinelli, P 

At the recent D22 Conference both the Eagleôs Eye 
and our MISPS website were recognized with the Dis-
tinctive Communicator award.  This award recogniz-
es publications and websites that are high quality.  In 
addition to the Distinctive Communicator Award, the 
Eagleôs Eye won second place in the Fort Myers and 
Peace River Publications and Graphics Award.  This 
award is given by a committee of D22 members that 
judges publications based on the National Communi-
cations Committee Evaluation form.  Thanks to Cliff 
Winings, our webmaster, and to all those who helped 
me with the Newsletter this year.  Whether you wrote 
a column, proofread the Eagleôs Eye or submitted a 
photo, you helped us win this award.  Next year we 
are going for first place! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let me know of anyone who is sick,  

injured or deceased.  I will send a card in the name 
of the squadron. 

 
AnnMarie Ryan 
908-313-8357 

annmarieryan@att.net 

 SUNSHINE NEWS 
We wish a speedy recovery to the 
following members who are re-
cuperating from recent illnesses 

or surgeries: 
Susan Flaherty   
Wanda Burson 
Tom Ryan 

Ann Marie Ryan 

Safe boating is fun boating!  National  
Safe Boating Week is May 18-24, 2019. 
On May 6th all of the boating  
organizations on Marco will go to  
City Council to receive the Cityôs  
annual proclamation in support for  
Safe Boating.  We will wear our pers- 
onal flotation devices and generate  
a photo to remind people to use life  
vests.   
 
Americaôs Boating Club ï Marco Island was formed 

forty years ago to educate boaters about the safe oper-

ation, proper maintenance and prudent use of their 

boats.  We teach courses, inspect vessels, notify au-

thorities when navigation aids are missing or defective 

and promote responsible boating around Marco.  We 

are a chapter of Americaôs premier boating education 

organization.  If anyone should lead on the issue of 

safe boating, it should be us. 

Let us consider making this year the time we up our 

game on our own commitment to safe boating.  Letôs 

increase the time we focus on boating skills at our reg-

ular dinner meetings.  We have started to show Amer-

icaôs Boating Channel videoôs as part of that effort.  

They are brief and well done.  Sometimes our Mem-

bers serve as the ótalentô. 

Next, letôs see if we can have all the boats in our Fleet 

Roster inspected by our VSC Examiners.  What a goal 

that would be.  Itôs free.  The examiners come to you.  

There is no sanction if your boat isnôt in compliance 

and, if needed, you will know what should be done to 

make your vessel safer. 

Also, more than half of our Members do not hold an 

advanced United States Power Squadrons educational 

grade and many have not taken the basic Americaôs 

Boating Course.  Letôs see if we can improve on that.  

Do you think it is possible for say twenty more mem-

bers to earn their Seamanship Grade by taking our 

Boat Handling Course?  I do.  Itôs interesting and the 

skill development may encourage more Members to 

join in the fun of our cruising activities.  If you donôt 

want to earn the grade, you donôt have to take the test.  

You will still learn something worthwhile. 

Safe boating is fun boating!  Not having a problem on 
the water almost by definition makes boating more 
fun.  Letôs see how many fun and interesting ways we 
can increase the Clubôs commitment to being better 
boaters in 2019.   



We had a wonderful Spring 

full of learning experiences 

at the D-22 Conference 

where a great number of 

our members were induct-

ed into District offices.  Ted 

Reiss became our District 

Commander.  I know that 

we will all be there to sup-

port Ted and the other officers whenever needed. 

We have several events planned for May.  We will 

be cruising to the Island Gypsy on May 18; our 

annual Mini Golf Tournament will be on May 25; 

and our Cruise and Lunch to Port of the Islands 

will be on May 30th.   

Check the calendar to be sure you are signed up 

for all the good times.  Contact Sonya Benson to 

reserve your place.  As things start to slow down a 

little over the summer, donôt forget to check the 

Squadron and Chamber community calendars 

and continue to volunteer for up coming events.  

Your club and community volunteering keep our 

club strong, involved and recognized in the com-

munity.  Serving our community is the second leg 

of our mission. 

This is the time of the year when a lot of our 

members and friends leave us for other parts of 

the Country.  While we will miss you, enjoy your 

summer and return to us invigorated and ready 

for a great fall of safe boating and fun events on 

the water. 

Americaôs Boating Club, Marco 
Island celebrated its first ever 
Fishing Day on April 3, 
2019.  Five boats carrying four-
teen anglers ventured out onto our 
local waters in hot pursuit of four 
prized game fish:  Pompano, Red-
fish, Spotted Sea Trout and 
Snook.  Together we succeeded in 
catching all but the elusive Pom-
pano which, unfortunately, no one could find the en-
tire day.  Well, we are sure to get them next year! 
 
I had a very pleasant day on the water with my crew, 
Gene Burson and Mike Rechtin.  We were lucky 
enough to catch a wide variety of fish, including Sea 
Trout, Redfish, Sharks, Jack Crevelle,   Spanish 
Mackerel, Blue Runners, Sand Perch and the inevita-
ble Catfish.  Of course it was fun to catch all of those 
fish, but there were many additional highlights to the 
day, the best of which was the camaraderie the three 
of us shared while enjoying the many sights and 
sounds all around us on the water.  We saw many dol-
phins breaching at several points along the way.  At 
about a mile south of Coon Key Light we saw a five 
foot shark and a large sea turtle swim past our 
boat.  As always, we spotted a variety of birds, includ-
ing various gulls, herons, egrets, ibis, pelicans, cormo-
rants, anhingas and ospreys.   
 
After a great day on the water our anglers and spous-
es gathered at the Sand Bar to exchange fish stories 
and enjoy dinner together.  It was a satisfying ending 
to a beautiful day.   
 
I want to thank Rick Kelso for conceiving the event 
and chairing the organizational meetings.  Rick, you 
did a great job.  Thanks also to Bryan Mordecai and 
Steve Moore for their participation in the original 
planning meeting.   

 

   

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

  Lt/C Wanda Burson,  S 

   EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

   Lt/C Bob Smith, AP 

5 

SAFE BOATING MONTH 

Join your fellow Americaôs Boating Club-Marco 

Island members, as well as members of the local 

boating community, for the City Council meeting 

on Monday, May 6 at 1730 p.m. to recognize Safe 

Boating Month.  We will receive a proclamation 

from the City to recognize the work we do for safe 

boating.  Wear your club shirt, as well as your 

PFD to the Council meeting! 
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Safe Boating Week is designated as May 18th ï 
24th. The Marco Island City Council will allow 
each boating organization an opportunity to 
make a proclamation at their May 6th meeting 
which starts at 5:30 PM. All available members 
should attend and wear their PFDôs in support.  
 
Besides wearing PFDôs on the dock and water, 
the following are other suggestions that you 
may consider sharing with your boating friends.  A recent 
Coast Guard survey revealed that of those who died in boat-
ing accidents, 83% were not wearing life jackets.  
 

¶ Periodically inspect your PFDôs. Recently Coast 
Guard inspectors in Key West discovered two vessels 
that had over 60 life jackets that were required to be 
removed and destroyed. It was discovered that the uni-
cellular foam buoyant material within the nylon out-
er shell had broken apart and degraded significantly 
over time, crumbled and in some instances was reduced 
to dust. The life jackets were properly stored, kept dry, 
and not under direct sunlight; however, the location was 
very hot at times. 

¶ Watch the weather and get current marine forecasts; 
the Coast Guard announces weather advisories on VHF 
channel 16. 

¶ Prepare a pre-departure checklist. 

¶ Use common sense in operating your vessel; safe speed, 
alertness to other boats and possible obstructions. 

¶ Designate an Assistant Skipper; take the Partner in 
Command seminar. 

¶ Develop a Float Plan and share it with someone staying 
on land. 

¶ Use a VHF radio tuned to channel 16; if you have one, 
CG regs require that it be turned on. Additionally, con-
sider a cell phone for in-shore and a Personal Locator 
Beacon (PLB) or EPIRB for off-shore. 

¶ Avoid Alcohol The probability of being involved in a 
boating accident doubles when alcohol is involved, and 
studies have shown that the effects of alcohol are exacer-
bated by sun and wind. Another Coast Guard survey 
revealed that alcohol was involved in 1/3 of all recrea-
tional boating fatalities. 

¶ Learn to Swim 

¶ Watch videos from: americasboatingchannel.com  

¶ Take another refresher course or a new boating educa-
tion course. 

¶ Have a Vessel Safety Check; call John Salotto @ 703-
864-5528 for an appointment. 

¶ Update your First Aid/ CPR certification through 
Marco Fire Rescue. 

¶ Review contents of your First Aid and tools kits. 

¶ Before embarking, Review with your Crew various safe-
ty issues including location of PFDôs, fire extinguisher, 
and first aid and tool kit and also leaving the dock pro-
tocol. 

 
 

        SAFETY OFFICER 

       Lt Ed Bauer, S 

News Flash!  Due to popular demand we 
have added another course to our pro-
gram.  We will offer Hurricane Prepared-
ness on May 9th  at the Learning Center 
from 6-8PM.  This 2-hour seminar will 
cover practical information on how to 
prepare your boat for a hurricane. More information 
will follow in a ñblastò email.     To register email 
Tom Ryan (tomryan@att.net) or John Maciolek 
(jlmmaciolek@live.com ).  Register early, seating is 
limited. 

Well ï the season is over and hopefully so are the 
crowds, lines and traffic.  This would be a great time 
of the year to get out on the Marco River and practice 
docking at the Snook Inn. Actually, this is a good time 
to practice many of those things we learned in class 
during the year.  We seldom get a chance to ñpractice 
boatingò.  Usually the boat and its operation are pe-
ripheral to some other activity ï like going to a picnic 
or lunch, or fishing or taking someone out for a ride.  
One of the key ingredients of safe boating is experi-
ence.  We teach a number of skills in the classroom 
but to master these skills, we have to practice them on 
the water in our own boats. So, this summer set aside 
a day or two with the intention of practicing. Try an-
choring in the gulf, practice turning in one of the ca-
nals, practice docking, try using spring lines.  These 
are all skills covered in classes and now itôs up to us 
to become experienced at doing them.   

And, what better way to practice than to have an ex-
perienced person on board to help. This is what our 
ñOn the Water Training Programò is all about.  On 
the Water Training is one of our membership benefits 
that is often overlooked.  People tend to shy away 
from asking for free help.  But as a boating club, we 
all realize that boating is a lifelong learning experi-
ence.  So if you have  boat operation or safety ques-
tions give us a call and we will be glad to help.  I sus-
pect we will both learn something.  For more infor-
mation call me or Ted Reiss. 

Next yearôs curriculum  - We are working on the 
schedule for next yearôs education program.  We are 
trying to achieve a balance between advanced courses 
and seminar/refresher courses.  One of our objectives 
for next year is to increase our advanced course par-
ticipation.  Currently less than 50% of our member-
ship have attended Boat Handling (Seamanship).  
This is the initial advanced course.  As the name sug-
gests, it provides fundamental information on how to 
operate/handle a boat.   If you have not already taken 
this course, plan to sign up in the Fall. 

     EDUCATION OFFICER 

      Lt/C Tom Ryan 

 

http://www.discoverboating.com/beginner/safety/tips.aspx
mailto:tomryan@att.net
mailto:jlmmaciolek@live.com


 

 Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron Boating Activities  
Boating  Chair:  Lt Nick Rago, AP at (860) 798-4141 
Boating Assist. Chair:  Dan Marinelli (240) 606-1119 

 

  ** Call the Lunch Chair for reservations at the restaurants 
      Sonya Benson at  414-617-5718  Or Email:  sbensonwi@gmail.com 

 

                      Before cruising, make sure you have your vessel safety check!  
18 May Cruise & Lunch, Island Gypsy     1130      Rhonda Gloodt   239-450-7089 

27 May Cruise & Lunch, Port of the Islands   1200      Jim OôConnell    239-784-0970 

29 June Cruise & Picnic, Keewaydin     1130      Henry Stanley     817-692-6303 

13 July Cruise & Lunch, Island Gypsy     1130      Peggy Reiss         239-213-8686 

27 July Cruise & Picnic, Coconut Island         1130      Lindsay McFadden 239-228-5522 

17 August       Cruise & Lunch, Naples Boat House   TBA      Bob Gloodt          239-850-8508 

If youôd like to go on one of these trips, but donôt have a boat, contact the cruise captain who 

can connect you with someone willing to give you a ride! 
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3rd Annual MISPS Mini Golf Tourney 

Saturday, 25 May at 1700 

Marco Golf and Gardensð971 Winterberry Drive  

 

 

 

 

The 3nd annual MISPS Mini Golf Tourney will be held on Saturday, 25 May.  The tour-

nament will feature special rules and prizes.  Golfers will play for the ñCoveted Marco 

Cup Trophyò.  Following the tournament there will be drinks on the patio at La Tavola. 

Golfers will be responsible for their greens fees of $6.00 and will pay for their own bever-

ages and any food at La Tavola.  If we have enough golfers there will be a ñshotgun 

startò. 

Prizes will be awarded at La Tavola. 

For golf groupies who want to hang with the (dare I say pro) golfers but not play golf, 

they can meet the group at La Tavola at about 1800 hours. 

Reservations:  Contact Lt. Sonya A. Benson at  414-617-5718 or email her at  

Sbensonwi@gmail.com 

 
The beautiful Marco Golf and Garden facility. 



Cape Romano Cruise & Picnic 

30 March 2019 

Beautiful weather, sunny with 

no humidity for the cruise and 

picnic!  Ten boats (well, 8 

boats and 2 jet skis) and 32 

people enjoyed a great day on 

the water!  Thanks to Cruise 

Captain P/C Carl Thieme, SN 

for leading the group. 

Photos courtesy of Andy Battaglia and 

Rick Kelso 

T

Andy B arriving at Cape Romano  
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FIRST ANNUAL MISPS FISHING TOURNAMENT 

It was an unexpected very windy day which made fishing conditions difficult. Out fishing were: Bob Smith, 
Mike Rechtin, Gene Burson on The Norm. Nick Rago, Erich Lademann, Chris Frost, on Dancing Queen. 
Steve Riley, Bob Gloodt, and guest Rusty Roe on BlackJack, Steve Moore, Mick Haldeman on Down 2 
One. Rick Kelso, Ed Bauer on RIMO.  

Winners were: Bob Smith, longest Sea trout and longest Redfish. Mick Haldeman, longest Snook. No pom-
pano that day so the fourth prize went to Rusty Roe for the second longest Snook. 

Fishing ended at three and everyone and spouses joined in for supper at the SandBar. Trivia night added 
to the fun. 
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Bob Smith 

and his cer-

tificate for 

longest Sea 

Trout 

Mick Haldeman and his certificate for longest snook 

Yet another certificate for Bob Smith! 



APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Our last membership dinner was held on April 10 at the Yacht Club.  Our speaker was Dr. Mi-

chael Savarese of Florida Gulf Coast University who spoke about different types of sea level rise 

and what our local governments are doing to plan for future events.  In addition to our speaker, 

we shared the submissions to the USPS Poster Contest.  This yearôs theme is ñAmericaôs Boating 

Club Saves Lives.ò  Thanks to member Jennifer Jewett, a teacher at Tommy Barfield School, for 

encouraging her students to participate in the contest.  Thanks also to D/Lt/C Andy Battaglia, 

SN, for providing the materials for the students to make the posters.  The top three posters were 

sent to the District 22 conference for the next level of the contest.  More details about the contest 

will be in the June/July Eagleôs Eye. 

We will resume our monthly membership dinners  in October, 2019. 

P/C Gene Burson, AP,  Dr. Michael Savarese, our speak-

er and Commander Tom Morr, AP   Dr. Savarese provided an interesting 

presentation on sea level rise 

Dan Marinelli, P and  Lt Ed Bauer, S 

admire the poster contest submissions 
Jennifer Jewett and P/C Bill Hughes, JN with 

the winning poster that will go to the District 
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APRIL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Lt Steve Riley, Dennis Enstrom, Brian Mordecai, AP Alan and Joyce Epstein, D/C Ted Reiss, SN-IN 

Lt Sheila Thieme, Lt Ed Bauer, S, Lori Williams, S Lt Bob Gloodt, P, D/L/C Andy Battaglia, SN, D/L 

Teri OôConnell, JN and P/C Rhonda Gloodt, JN 

Lt Joe and Starr Whiting 
D/L Lee Harkness, AP, Jerry Williams, S, P/C 

Carl Thieme, SN 

Kathy Enstrom, Lt Sonya Benson, P/L/C Mary 

Alice Wilson 

Debbie Rago, Lt Nick Rago, AP,  Pat Mogan, S 
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