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 SUCCESSFUL SHOWING FOR BOATING SAFETY 

Americaôs Boating Club ï Marco Island  and thirteen other boating-related organizations gathered Saturday, November 2nd 
at Rose Marina to remind Marco Island Boaters to always wear a life jacket (also known as a Personal Flotation Device 
[PFD]) while on the water or underway in a boat.  Kudos to member Joey Puell who helped organize this event as his Eagle 
Scout Project.  Close to 50 people from the various organizations attended the event.  A special thank you to Rose Marina 
for allowing us the space for the event .  Here are some photos from the day.  Additional photos and a story by Joey Puell 
are on page 9 and page 10. 

 

 

A group shot of everyone wearing life vests. 
Aerial shot of the group from John Cavanaghôs 

drone 

MIPD and MIFD chiefs and officers attended the 

event 

Joey Puell (3rd from left front row) with his Boy 

Scout Troop who supported him in his Eagle 

Scout Project 
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signò, ñUnited States Power SquadronsÈ", "USPS", "The Ensign", 
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Coming Events  2019 
 

December 

12/3  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 16 

12/7  Tree Lighting Tailgate, Veteranôs Park     1700 

12/11  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

12/13  Cruise & Lunch, Speakeasy       1200  p. 07 

12/14  Marco Island Street Parade       1800 

12/15  Christmas Party, Yacht Club      1700  p. 13 

12/17  Silver Tridents         0830 

12/17  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 16 

12/21  Marco Island Boat Parade - Smokehouse Bay    1800 

 

January     

1/4  Naples Zoo trip        1100  P. 20 

1/7  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 16 

1/8  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

1/8  Change of Watch, MI Yacht Club      1700  p. 14 

1/11  Scavenger Hunt, TBA 

1/18  Cruise & Lunch, CJôs on the Bay      1200  p. 07 

1/21  Silver Tridents        0830 

1/21  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 16 

1/22  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700  p. 04 

1/31  Wine and Hors dôoeuvres Fundraiser, San Marco Catholic Church      1700  p. 15 

 

February 

2/4  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300  p. 16 

2/11-16 USPS Annual Meeting, Ponte Vedra, Florida 

2/12  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

2/12  February Dinner Meeting, Yacht Club     1700 

2/16-23 D-22 Caribbean Cruise 

2/18  Silver Tridents        0830 

2/18  Cards at Condo, Learning Center      1300 p. 14 

2/26  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 
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   COMMANDER 
   Tom Morr, P 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Captainôs Meeting  
ñMeet & Greetò  
everyone welcome!    
CJôs Gazebo Bar  

at the Esplanade at 1700  
on the   4th  Wednesday  

of the Month 
 

Contact 
Sonya Benson at  

414-617-5718  Or Email:   
sbensonwi@gmail.com 

  THE EAGLEôS EYE EDITOR 

 Lt Marcy Marinelli, P 

Happy holidays to all our MISPS members.  I hope 
you are able to fit in some squadron holiday activities 
during the month of December.  We have lots to do 
from the tree lighting tailgate party, to the holiday 
party, to the street and boat parades!  The Captainôs  
Meeting for December has been cancelled since it falls 
on Christmas Day. 
 
Starting in January we will no longer be mailing out 
the Eagleôs Eye.  Postage and printing costs have be-
come prohibitive .  Please make sure you check out 
the Eagleôs Eye on our website starting in January. 
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let me know of anyone who is sick,  

injured or deceased.  I will send a card in the name 
of the squadron. 

 
AnnMarie Ryan 
908-313-8357 

annmarieryan@att.net 

 SUNSHINE NEWS 
 

Please remember Bryan  
Mordecai who is dealing with 
some health issues and  Marcy 
Marinelli who is having surgery 

on 12/11. 

 

Civic engagement.  Not something that  
we discuss often on these pages, but an 
 important part of the purpose of  
Americaôs Boating Club ï Marco Island  
(ABC-MI).  Think of it as the third leg  
of our stool. 
 
During the last year our Club con- 

tributed approximately 1,000 hours  

of service to our community.  Things  

like beach cleanup, Meals of Hope packaging, free Vessel 

Safety Checks, supporting Christmas Island Style (Street 

Parade, Boat Parade, Tree decorating and lighting), guiding 

a coalition of Marco Island boating organizations, promot-

ing the óWear Itô proclamation and a separate public rela-

tions event to encourage people to have and wear life jackets 

and importantly conducting the work we do to survey the 

area aids to navigation (ATONS) to inspect their condition 

and report to the relevant authorities so they may be kept in 

a state of good repair.  This work is valuable and some of it 

saves lives. 

 

Each Christmas we help Kiwanis collect unwrapped toys for 

donation to children in our local schools who would do with-

out a holiday gift, but for the generosity of local citizens.  

This is important.  Please plan to attend our December 15th 

Holiday Party and bring new unwrapped toys to the event.  

Select gifts that would be appropriate for grade schoolers.   

Bring your gifts to donate to the Yacht Club the night of our 

party and together with Kiwanis we will see they get put to 

good use.   

In one sense, almost everything we do has an important civ-

ic purpose.  Our club and it its members are focused on 

making boaters more capable and boating safer here 

around our island paradise.  Our classes teach important 

rules and skills.  Our events encourage our members to use 

their boats and gain useful boating experience.  This year, 

thanks to Jim Olmesô leadership, we produced a publication 

of essential safety information that every boater should have 

on their vessel.  In November, our Club helped the produc-

ers of Americaôs Boating Channel film three short videos 

teaching boat operators about the importance of boater ed-

ucation, the meaning of aids to navigation and how and 

when to determine whether your life vest is in serviceable 

condition or should be replaced.  Watch for the release of 

these new films in 2020. 

For everyone who donated their time and effort during 2019 

to make Marco Island a better, safer place ï Thank you.  

You and our Club are important parts of the fabric of our 

community. 



Itôs Fall and we are feeling the 

crispiness in the air ï oops wrong 

part of the Country.  Here in Para-

dise we are still very warm and 

perfect boating weather prevails.  I 

hope that you are enjoying the 

change as less humidity becomes 

the norm. 

With the holidays fast approaching, we have started our 

involvement with Christmas Island Style.  We decorated 

the Christmas tree at Veteranôs Park on November 26.  

Letôs not forget the fun evening at Veterans Park for the 

Tree Lighting and Tailgating December 7th.   

We have a Cruise and Luncheon at Speakeasy Decem-

ber 13th at 1200. The Cruise Captain is Lt. Nicholas 

Rago, AP 860 798-4141.  Give him a call.  This is always 

a fun afternoon. 

December 14th we have the Marco Island Street Parade 

that many of you will be walking in. The boat will be 

decorated at Walkerôs.  Rhonda Gloodt is in charge give 

her a call 239 450-7089 to be a part of this evening.  

Be sure you are signed up for the Christmas Party at the 

Yacht Club on December 15th at 1700.  Bring a toy for 

Santaôs distribution at the Manatee School.  Rose will 

have everyone on their feet after dinner. 

We end this very busy month with the Marco Island 

Boat Parade on December 21st.  Hopefully some of you 

have entered a boat but go out and enjoy the lights, mu-

sic and fun.   

You can put your feet up now ï you made it through this 

very busy month.   

 

As 2019 draws to a close we can 
all look back with pride upon a 
year of tremendous accomplish-
ments by our boating club.  We 
are now doing business as Ameri-
caôs Boating Club - Marco Island, 
as we continue to pursue our tra-
ditional Power Squadron mission 
of education, boating safety, com-
munity service and fraterni-
ty.  While our local activities and safety efforts re-
main strong, we are also making substantial contribu-
tions at the District level, with Ted Reiss becoming 
District 22 Commander and with six additional 
Marco Island members assuming D22 leadership po-
sitions during the past year. 
 
Boating safety continues to be our number one priori-
ty, and I am proud to report that our club has extend-
ed its leadership role among boating organizations on 
the island, organizing an impressive attendance at the 
City Council meeting in May to support its Safe Boat-
ing Week Proclamation.  Carrying on with this lead-
ership role last month, we organized all of the islandôs 
boating, safety, and law enforcement organizations to 
cooperate in a well publicized photo shoot to promote 
our ñWear Itò campaign.  In so doing, we continue to 
encourage all boaters to wear life jackets at all times 
because we know that wearing life jackets saves lives! 
 
Our Fundraising and Marketing / Communications 
committees have been hard at work throughout the 
summer and fall developing strategies to  bolster our 
financial health and promote our educational 
goals.  The Sponsorship Program is now generating a 
significant amount of funding to help support educa-
tional advertising.  Marketing efforts have included 
development of press releases, safety columns, safety 
tips and promotion of our brand in general. 
 
Last month twenty of our members helped to amplify 
our educational and boating safety efforts  by partici-
pating in Americaôs Boating Channelôs video produc-
tions of ñBoater Education,ò  ñIntroducing ATONSò 
and  ñLife Jacket Careò.  We hope to see these videos 
on our computers and cell phones in the near future. 
 
I am looking forward to an exciting December with 
all of our activities, meetings and holiday parties and 
to a new year filled with even more opportunities to 
enjoy our fraternity and promote safe boating in and 
around Marco Island. 
 

   

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

  Lt/C Wanda Burson,  S 

   EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

   Lt/C Bob Smith, AP 
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Itôs that time again for the Coast Guardôs An-
nual Recreational Boating Accident Report. 
This information can provide us with valuable 
insights toward safer boating. 
 
In 2018, the Coast Guard counted 4,145 acci-
dents that involved 633 deaths, 2,511 injuries 
and approximately $46 million dollars of dam-
age. The fatality rate was 5.3 deaths per 100,000 registered 
recreational vessels. 
 This rate represents a 3.6% decrease from the 2017 fatality 
rate of 5.5 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational ves-
sels. Compared to 2017, the number of accidents decreased 
3.4%, the number of deaths decreased 3.8%, and the num-
ber of injuries decreased 4.5%.  
 
Where cause of death was known, 77% of fatal boating ac-
cident victims drowned. Of those drowning victims with 
reported life jacket usage, 84% were not wearing a life 
jacket.  
 
Where length was known, eight out of every ten boaters 
who drowned were using vessels less than 21 feet in length.  
Where instruction was known, 74% of deaths occurred on 
boats where the operator did not receive boating safety in-
struction. Only 18% percent of deaths occurred on vessels 
where the operator had received nationally approved boat-
ing safety education.  
 
TOP FIVE PRIMARY CONTRIBUTING FACTORS.  
Operator inattention 
Improper lookout 
Operator inexperience 
Machinery failure  

        Excessive speed 
TOP FIVE PRIMARY ACCIDENT TYPES  
Collision with recreational vessel  
Collision with fixed object   
Flooding/swamping  
Grounding  
Falls overboard 

VESSEL TYPES WITH THE TOP CASUALTY NUM-
BERS  
Open motorboat  
Personal watercraft  
Canoe / kayak 
Cabin motorboat  
Pontoon 

 
More than 50% of all accidents, deaths, and injuries occur 
in calm waters of waves 6 inches or less.  For a list of the top 
ten primary contributing factors of accidents and casualties, 
see the chart on page 19. 
 
About 2/3 of accidents involve operators in the 36 and over 
age group. 
 
So, if you are a senior who has not completed a safe boating 
course, operating an open motorboat, been drinking, speed-
ing not paying attention, and, not wearing a PFD, chances 
are good that you will become a Coast Guard statistic. 
 

Some content: https://www.uscgboating.org/ 

        SAFETY OFFICER 

       Lt Ed Bauer, S 

     EDUCATION OFFICER 

      Lt/C Tippy Cavanagh, SN 

 

 Our education schedule started in late  
October  with our first ABC class with 17  
students in attendance.  Iôd like to shout  
out a big thank you to all of our instructors  
that helped make this class so successful:   
John Maciolek, Bill Kreppein, Peggy Reiss,  
Kathleen Reynolds and Ted Reiss.   
Andy Battaglia and Bill Hughes assisted with knot tying in 
the last session.  Our next ABC course starts on Monday, 
December 2, and we already have a list of interested at-
tendees.  Perhaps you have a friend or neighbor you could 
recommend this class to? 
 
Following the completion of the ABC course, we held a two-
night Charting/GPS seminar.  This was well attended with 
13 students.  Rhonda Gloodt and Carl Thieme were the in-
structors for this popular seminar.  If you missed it, it will 
be offered again on January 21 and 22. 

The start of the Boat Handling course was rescheduled to 
Tuesday, November 19.  This is a new version of the old 
Seamanship class.  It runs for six sessions and will be taught 
by Nick Rago and Ed Bauer. 

I am excited to have three students in my Navigation class 
(thatôs advanced celestial navigation!).  I know itôs a lot of 
work for students but think of how proud they will be when 
they can have bragging rights to tackling this course.  We 
will be doing sights with the sextant on the sun, moon, plan-
ets and stars! 

Please check out our up-coming courses on the calendar.  
Rhonda Gloodt will be teaching our popular Weather 
course which starts on Wednesday, January 8.  Gene Bur-
son will be teaching Marine Navigation (this is the same as 
the old Piloting course).  This class starts on Friday, Janu-
ary 10.   

Did you know that the U S Coast Guard has adopted a new 
labeling system for life jackets?  It is designed to help people 
make the right decisions about which life jacket to wear on 
the water.  They will be divided into five buoyancy catego-
ries:  50, 70, 100, 150 and 275 NEWTONS (this was a big 
buzz word at the D22 Conference this fall).  The new system 
will include labels with pictures to illustrate which life jack-
et is needed for the type of water conditions.  Your old life 
jackets are still fine to use as long as they are in good condi-
tion and the right size for the wearer. 

Hope to see you at one of classes.   

Stay safe on the water and happy boating! 

https://www.uscgboating.org/


 

 Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron Boating Activities  
Boating  Chair:  Lt Nick Rago, AP at (860) 798-4141 
Boating Assist. Chair:  Dan Marinelli (240) 606-1119 

 

  ** Call the Lunch Chair for reservations at the restaurants 
      Sonya Benson at  414-617-5718  Or Email:  sbensonwi@gmail.com 

 

                      Before cruising, make sure you have your vessel safety check!  
 

13 December   Cruise & Lunch, Speakeasy           1200     Lt Nick Rago, AP                860-798-4141 

11 January   Scavenger Hunt    TBA 

18 January    Cruise & Lunch, CJôs on the Bay 1200 P/C Gene Burson, JN         239-945-1775   

If youôd like to go on one of these trips, but donôt have a boat, contact the cruise captain who 

can connect you with someone willing to give you a ride! 
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https://safeboatingcampaign.com/


WEAR ITðMY EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 

By Joey Puell 

The very second you step out onto a dock for the purpose of recreational boating you are silently accepting all the 
risks that go along with it. The goal of organizations like Americaôs Boating Club, and the U.S. Coast Guardôs 
National Safe Boating Council is to help boaters know these risks and try to minimize them. Encouraging the use 
of life jackets is one of the simplest but most important ways to do so. 

According to the American Boating Associationôs executive summary in 2016, out of all the fatalities with a 
known cause while boating, drowning accounted for 80% of them, and out of those thousands of victims, 83% of 
them were not wearing life jackets. Some people think having them on board for an emergency is enough, but 
things can go wrong so quickly while on the water. That is why the Safe Boating Council created a program 
called ñWear It.ò It is reminiscent of the Department of Transportationôs ñBuckle Upò slogan and essentially the 
same idea. Too many people have been tragically injured or killed because they did not strap something mildly 
uncomfortable onto themselves. The Wear It campaign aims to make the act of wearing proper and fitting life 
jackets, while boating, a common practice, just like seatbelts nowadays. 

To support this campaign Americaôs Boating Club Marco Island, decided to host a Wear It event at Rose Mari-
na. Being a Boy Scout on the search for an Eagle Scout project and a member of this club since I was 12, I was 
approached to help them organize and strengthen their Facebook page for the purpose of online education and 
communicating with members. I gladly accepted it. Then I was alerted that the ABC would be holding a Wear It 
event and invited me to help coordinate, get the supplies, and advertise for it. I realized I could connect both the 
education on Facebook and in person at the Wear It Event. 

Ultimately, this became my Eagle Scout project. I was willing to put over 35 hours of my own time into this be-

cause I believe in the message. Boating safety has always been a very important topic to me due to an accident I 

experienced at the age of 11. That experience taught me the importance of boating education, and how open it 

should be to the public. However, educators can only go so far. We rely on you to search for yourself, whether it 

be on our clubôs Facebook page, other places online, or in classes. Hopefully, upon reading this article you now 

understand better that a life jacket is not something to be forgotten in a compartment on your boat, and instead a 

device that can prevent unwanted tragedy in your vessel. So please, have fun, be cautious, and remember to 

ñWear It.ò 

P/C Gene Burson, AP and Joey Puell 
Commander Tom Morr, AP and Joey and 

fellow scout Caleb. 

Editorôs Note:  Joey Puell is a junior at Marco Island Academy.  He is the son of Dr. Jose and Dr. Rebecca 

Puell of Marco Island.  He plans to go to college at Florida State or U of Florida and ultimately go to medi-

cal school.  In addition to having been a Boy Scout since kindergarten, Joeyôs very involved in academic 

and athletic activities at MIA and has assumed leadership roles in many of these activities.  I remember 

when I first met Joey and his parents in our ABC course back in 2016.  I was impressed by his maturity 

and personality then as an 8th grader.  He is a great reflection on the young people in our community and a  

great representative of Americaôs Boating Club-Marco Island! 
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NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

At our November membership meeting on November 13, we welcomed back many of our northern neighbors who 

are here for the season.  In addition, we held our annual meeting where we elected the bridge for the 2020 club 

year which will start in January.  We swore in two new members, Barbara Faha and George Vlasuk.  Our speak-

ers that evening were two representatives from the Marco Island Fire Department, Captain Dustin Beatty and 

Firefighter Dirk Switken, who spoke to us about first aid on the water. 

Captain Dustin Beatty of MIFD  
Firefighter Dirk Switken of MIFD 

New members Barbara Faha and George 

Vlasuk 

Commander Tom Morr swearing in Barbara 

Faha and George Vlasuk 

1/Lt Kathleen Reynolds, AP and 

our speakers prior to their intro-

duction 
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MORE PHOTOS FROM NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Lt/C Meg Smith, AP, Lt Susan 

Bauer, 1/Lt Kathleen Reynolds, AP 

Carol Engstrom, Julie Riley and Sheila 

Bahin Lt Dorothy Harkness, S 

P/C Gene Burson, JN selling raffle 

tickets 

Mary Kayhart, Barbara Faha and Lt 

Sheila Thieme 
Lt Nick Rago, AP and Debbie 

Rago 

1/Lt John Maciolek, AP and Lt  

John Salotto 

Lt/C Lindsay McFadden, Lt Sonya Benson, 

Don Cates, Lt Susan Bauer  & Lt Ed Bauer, S 

D/C Ted Reiss, SN-CN and Lt Cliff 

Winings, SN 

1/Lt Steve Riley and Jim Bahin 

D/Lt/C Andy Battaglia, SN, P/C Tippy 

Cavanagh, SN, and Lt Sonya Benson 


