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1114 N. Collier Blvd., Marco Island, FL 34145   

MARCH DINNER MEETING 

Little did those of us in attendance at the March dinner meeting know that that would be the last time weôd be 

together as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic!  We welcomed three new members into the club that night.  

Jerry and Nancy DuFresne and Bill Russo are our newly installed members.  Our speaker that night was Pat-

rick OôDonnell, a research scientist from Rookery Bay Estuarine Research Center, who specializes in sharks.  

His very interesting talk covered how the Picayune Strand renovation is affecting the salinity of the water going 

into Faka Union Bay, Fakahatchee Bay and Pumpkin Bay and the impact it has on the types of fish in that area.  

The estuaries in the 10,000 Islands are important breeding grounds for many fish, crustaceans and reptiles so 

the health of the water is important to the survival of these species.  The most common shark found in these are-

as is the Bull Shark.  More photos from the dinner are on pages 9 and 10. 

Commander Bob Smith, AP swears in new 

members   Jerry and Nancy DuFresne 

Commander Smith and our speaker Dr. Patrick 

OôDonnell 

New members Nancy and Jerry DuFresne 

New Member Bill Russo  
Chief Murphy introduces 

our speaker 
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Support our Sponsors 
é tell them you saw their ad  

in The Eagleôs Eye. 
            Page Number  
Collier Seawall & Dock                           07 
Condee Cooling & Electric   21 
Ehlen Floor Covering    07 
Imperial Marine Construction   24 
Intercoastal Marine Service   23 
Island Automotive    07 
La Font Dô MedSpa    21  
Marco Island Mattress    23 
Marco Yacht Sales    23 
Rose Marina     07 
Siegel Dental     07 
The Print Shop    21 
Walker Marine Group    23 
 
   

Trademark Disclaimer:  Americaôs Boating ClubÈ is a registered 
trademark of the United States Power SquadronsÈ  ÈThe USPS En-
sign (Flag Design), "Wheel-and-Flag Design", ñOfficer Trident De-
signò, ñUnited States Power SquadronsÈ", "USPS", "The Ensign", 
"the Squadron" with flag graphic, "Paddle Smart", "USPS Universi-
ty", "Boat Smart", "Jet Smart", and "America's Boating ClubÊ" are 
registered trademarks of United States Power Squadrons. The Squad-
ron Boating Course is a service mark of United States Power Squad-
rons. The "USPS Trade Dress" is a trademark of United States Power 
Squadrons. 

 

The Eagleôs Eye is a Copyright 2019 of 
Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron 
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Coming Events  2020 
 
 

April  (All April events have been cancelled! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May (Be sure to check the website to insure that May events will go on as scheduled) 

5/2  Mini Golf Tournament, Marco Golf & Garden    1700 p. 06 

5/2  Golf Awards Dinner, La Tavola (following mini golf)   1830  

5/5  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center     1300 p. 14 

5/9  Cruise & Picnic, Panther Key      1100 p. 07 

5/13  Executive Board Meeting, Learning       0900 

5/13  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 

5/19  Silver Tridentôs Breakfast, Hoots      0830 

5/19  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center     1300 p. 14 

5/23  Cruise & Lunch, Snook Inn       1200 p. 07 

5/27  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 

June 

6/2  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center     1300 p. 14 

6/6  Cruise & Lunch, Little Bar       1200 p. 07 

6/10  Executive Board, Learning Center      0900 

6/10  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 

6/16  Silver Tridentôs Breakfast, Hoots      0830 

6/16  Cards at the Condo, Learning Center     1300 p. 14 

6/20  Cruise & Picnic, Keewaydin      1130 p. 07 

6/24  Captainôs Meeting, CJôs on the Bay     1700 p. 04 
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   COMMANDER 
   Bob Smith, AP 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Captainôs Meeting  
ñMeet & Greetò  
everyone welcome!    
CJôs Gazebo Bar  

at the Esplanade at 1700  
on the   4th  Wednesday  
of the Month (March and  
April cancelled!) 

 

Contact 
Sonya Benson at  

414-617-5718  Or Email:   
sbensonwi@gmail.com 

  THE EAGLEôS EYE EDITOR 

 Lt Marcy Marinelli, P 

Due to all our events being temporarily cancelled due 
to the COVID-19 crisis, we will not be sending out our 
monthly reminder postcard in April.  Any important 
information about club activities will be sent out in an 
e-blast or will be updated on our website. 
 
You may notice that The Eagleôs Eye has a new mast-
head.  Our Executive Board felt it was time to rede-
sign our masthead to reflect the change to Americaôs 
Boating Club-Marco Island and remove the reference 
to Marco Island Sail and Power Squadron.  I think 
the new masthead has a cleaner look, while still pre-
serving the elements that it had before. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let me know of anyone who is sick,  

injured or deceased.  I will send a card in the name 
of the squadron. 
AnnMarie Ryan 
908-313-8357 

annmarieryan@att.net 

 SUNSHINE NEWS 
We havenôt had any reports 
of members with illnesses or 
losses this month.  Everyone 
stay healthy and avoid the 
corona virus! 

 
April is the cruelest month, breeding 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
Memory and desire, stirring  
Dull roots with spring rain. 
 
So begins T. S. Eliotôs ñThe Waste 
 Landò  written nearly a century ago in  
1922.  The sentiments in the poem were  
generally inspired by the devastation of  
World War I.  During the past few weeks we have 
been hurtled unexpectedly into a frightening war with 
the Coronavirus.  We all hope we can avoid the virus 
but that is not possible unless we take decisive and sus-
tained actions to severely limit our social contacts dur-
ing the coming months.  For us as a Boating Club this 
means curtailing our educational programs, suspend-
ing Vessel Safety Checks and ceasing the many activi-
ties we enjoy doing with each other. 
 
Dale Carnegie said ñWhen fate hands you a lemon, 
make lemonade.ò  While we canôt take classes for the 
foreseeable future, we can certainly promote our con-
tinuing education by reviewing books and course ma-
terial from previous classes we have taken.  I know 
there is a lot of material in my Americaôs Boating 
Course and Seamanship books that I can review to 
refresh my personal knowledge base.  Though we 
canôt get a Vessel Safety Check right now, we can all 
sharpen our safety IQôs by reviewing several of our 
Safety Officerôs articles from past Eagleôs Eye publi-
cations and by viewing the many boating safety videos 
from Americaôs Boating Channel available through 
Americaôs Boating Clubôs national website. 
 
Letôs try to spend some quality time each day focusing 
on these and other positive activities we can en-
joy.   Please stay safe by following the latest CDC rec-
ommendations and letôs let each other know if there is 
something we need or can do for each other.  I know 
that our members are ready and willing to contribute 
to the common welfare of us all. 

 



With all the uncertainty in our Na-

tion and the World it is hard to keep 

up with all the cancellations and 

closings.  I do find it difficult to focus 

on everyday events, but that is what 

we need to do.  I want to bring you 

up to date on what has happened this 

past month. 

Your Ways and Means Committee has completed the first 

planning meeting of the year.  Some of the strategies are 

getting more people involved in all phases of the Wine and 

Hors dôoeuvres fund raiser.  We want to identify someone in 

all the major condos to handle ticket sales for us.  We would 

like to advertise our Captainôs meetings with photos in the 

papers.  

The Supply Officer reports that the boat totes are being well 

received as well as the womenôs long sleeve crew neck shirts.  

She will be happy to special order many items for you.   

The Vessel Safety Check department has completed 126 

boats to date with 21 of those being member boats.  If you or 

your neighbor has not had your boat inspected, give them a 

call and set it up. 

You should watch the papers for articles from the club.  The 

Marketing and Communications Committee will be sending 

these articles in as part of our new marketing initiative. 

Several events in our community have been cancelled in-

cluding the District 22 conference for the time being.  Busi-

ness will continue through conference calls. 

We should take this time to look at all the beauty that sur-

rounds us here on this beautiful Island.  Go take a boat ride 

or a long walk.  Let us use this time to relax, gather our 

thoughts and appreciate what we have.  Most important 

letôs take care of each other and be good to each other. 

As for me, I must keep reminding myself that a dish of ice 

cream will not make it all go away.  Until next time, be cool. 

   

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

  Lt/C  Steve Riley,  S 

   EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

   Lt/C Wanda Burson, S 
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  With the cancellation of all our 
club activities for the month of 

April, Iôve had to revise my re-
port!  We had planned a dinner 
dance for our April dinner meet-
ing as a way to recognize the end 

of season.  Obviously that has 
been cancelled but we have de-
cided that we will start our fall 

season of meetings with the rescheduled dinner 
dance at the October meeting.  Entertainment will 
be provided by the Greg Miller Band and we hope to 

see many of you there. 
 
We celebrated the life of member Bryan Mordecai 
on March 12th.  Twelve boats joined together to 

scatter his ashes in the Gulf of Mexico.  The photo 
below shows the fleet of boats that went out to scat-
ter Bryanôs ashes.  A gathering was held at the home 

of D/Lt/C Andrea Battaglia, SN later in the day.  
Lots of happy memories were shared about Bryan, 
especially about his love of fishing and his generosity 

in sharing his fishing coordinates.  He will be missed. 
 
All the District conference activities have been can-
celled.  Weôll know more about whether anything 

will be rescheduled at a later date. 
 
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Weôve gained 19 new members in the past couple months.  Hopefully when we are all back together again we 

can give them all a proper welcome.  Here is a list of the new members of Americaôs Boating Club-Marco Is-

land: 

Carol & Jeff Comeaux ; David, Robert & Victoria DiMella; Lee Dorrison & 

Dwyn  vonBereghy; Jerry & Nancy DuFresne; Joseph Kistner; Michelle & 

Rhodie  Niblack; Bernard & Marsha Pointer; Bill & Linda Russo; Paul 

Sweeden; and Cynthia and Geoffrey Walker.  Welcome to all! 

Photo courtesy of Ed Bauer 
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Visual Distress Signals 
All boaters should familiarize themselves 
with the various distress signals and the 
pros & cons of each. U.S. Coast Guard 
regulations require powerboats 16 feet 
and over and sailboats 26 feet and over to 
have three unexpired day/night flares on 
board.  
Most boaters are familiar with the handheld flares 
specifically designed for boating. Other types of flares 
include flare pistols, which shoot flares into the air, 
and small floating cans of smoke-producing flares for 
daytime use. 
Each type of flare has different benefits. Airborne 
flares can be seen from greater distances, so if you are 
stranded, they might be best at alerting boats that are 
farther away. Handheld flares pinpoint your location; 
use them when another boat is reasonably close and 
heading in your direction. Use smoke flares in daytime 
only as the orange smoke is more visible in bright day-
light than regular flares, however, they donôt count 
toward the Coast Guardôs three-flare requirement.  
Consider buying more than one type of flare: 
handheld, smoke, airborne or parachute. Combination 
kits contain a variety of devices and an orange flag, 
which can be useful in bright daylight. Also, consider 
buying the new. Coast Guard-approved electronic 
flare device which satisfies the three day/night flare 
requirement. Electronic flares are much safer than 
conventional flares and can save you money in the long 
run. For night use only, electronic flares come with an 
orange signal flag for day use. Donôt forget to ensure 
your batteries are fresh. 
Always wear protective gloves and hold handheld 
flares overboard when in use or carry a pole to keep 
them away from passengers and the boatôs deck. In a 
pinch, you can tape the handheld flare to the end of a 
boat hook and hold it overboard to light it. Donôt let 
the flare burn down too far or it could catch your pole 
on fire or damage your boat hook. 
Unused, expired flares can still save your life; save a 
few of your recently expired flares for emergencies, 
even though they donôt count for compliance purposes 
Dispose of very old flares as you would any other haz-
ardous material Call your local fire department or re-
cycling center. Be sure the hazardous waste collection 
folks know you are giving them a box or bag of flares.  
 Some content from ABC Cape Coral Squadron 
 

        SAFETY OFFICER 

       Lt Ed Bauer, S 

     EDUCATION OFFICER 

      Lt/C Tippy Cavanagh, SN 

 

 
 

This has become a trying time for all  

of us due to the outbreak of the Coron- 

avirus.   

 

For the safety and health of our stu- 

dents and instructors, we have sus- 

pended all education classes until further notice.   

 

I want to give a heartfelt thanks to all our instructors 

who have given their time so willingly to our educa-

tion program. 

 

Since ñsocial distancingò has been recommended and 

thereôs no sports to watch on tv, why not watch some 

of Americaôs Boating Channel videos on YouTube?  

New titles are being added all the time.  Some of the 

latest include Docking, Stopping a Boat on Plane, 

Anchoring a Boat, Navigation Rules FAQ and Life 

Jackets for Children.  The Channel is also presenting 

videos covering the US Sailing Team as it prepares to 

compete in the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo.  

 

This morning I was so excited to see three planets 

(Saturn, Jupiter and Mars) and the crescent moon all 

together in the southeastern sky.  This is a great time 

to brush up on your astronomy knowledge. 

 

Iôm glad that I have been stockpiling yarn for my 

knitting!  Stay safe and be well! 

 

MINI-GOLF TOURNAMENT IN MAY 

Assuming things are back to normal in May, our 

annual Mini Golf Tournament is scheduled for Sat-

urday, May 2nd at 1700 at Marco Golf and Gardens 

on Winterberry Drive.  The awards ceremony/party 

is scheduled to follow at La Tavola after the golf 

tournament (approximately 1830).  You donôt need 

to participate in the golf tournament to come to the 

awards ceremony/party.  Mark your calendars now 

for this fun event and weôll all keep our fingers 

crossed that the Corona Virus is long gone! 



 

 Marco Island Sail & Power Squadron Boating Activities  
Boating  Chair:  Lt Nick Rago, AP at (860) 798-4141 
Boating Assist. Chair:  Dan Marinelli (240) 606-1119 

 

  ** Call the Lunch Chair for reservations at the restaurants 
      Sonya Benson at  414-617-5718  Or Email:  sbensonwi@gmail.com 

 

                      Before cruising, make sure you have your vessel safety check!  
 

(April cruises have been cancelled due to COVID-19) 
 
9 May  Cruise & Picnic, Panther Key  1100 

23 May  Cruise & Lunch, Snook Inn  1200 

6 June  Cruise & Lunch, Little Bar  1200 

20 June Cruise & Picnic, Keewaydin  1130 

 

If youôd like to go on one of these trips, but donôt have a boat, contact the cruise captain who can con-

nect you with someone willing to give you a ride! 
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CRUISE AND LUNCH AT DOLPHIN TIKI BAR 

It was a cool, blustery Saturday, but it didnôt deter a group of ABC-MI members from cruising to lunch at The 

Dolphin Tiki Bar.  Cruise Captain was Don Cates.  Thanks to P/C Tom Morr, AP for the photos of the group.   

 

Julie & Steve Riley, Sonya Benson, Don Cates, Bill 

Hughes, Jennifer Jewett 

Nick & Debbie Rago, Mark McFadden, Carl & Sheila 

Thieme, Mary Alice Wilson, Susan & Ed Bauer, Lind-

say McFadden 

P/C Carl Thieme, JN & Lt Sheila 

Thieme 
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P/C Bill Hughes, JN & Jennifer Jewett 

Lt Susan & Lt Ed Bauer 

Julie & Lt/C Steve Riley, S 

Lt Nick Rago, AP & Debbie Rago 

Lt. Sonya Benson & Lt Don Cates 

Mark McFadden, S & P/C Carl 

Thieme, SN 



MARCH DINNER MEETING  
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P/Lt/C Lori Williams, S, Lt/C Wanda Burson, 

S and Jerry Williams, S 
Lt Ed Bauer & P/C Carl Thieme, SN 

Debbie Rago, D/Lt Teri OôConnell, JN, P/C Lee 

Harkness, AP 

Jennifer Jewett, P/C Bill Hughes, JN, and Lt/C 

Steve Riley, S 

Lt Susan Bauer and Jerry Williams, S, ex-

changing money for a purchase in the Shipôs 

Store 

Lt Kathleen Reynolds, AP, P/C Gene Burson, JN, 

and P/C Tippy Cavanagh, SN 

VSC Co-Chairs Lt John Salotto and Lt  

Dan Marinelli, P 

Cdr Bob 

Smith, AP 

and Lt/C 

Meg 

Smith, AP 



MARCH DINNER MEETING, Cont. 
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Lt/C Lindsay McFadden, S and Lt Sheila 

Thieme 

Lt Nick Rago, AP and 1/Lt Bill Kreppein, S 

Lt John Salotto talks about VSCs with 1/Lt Mary 

Kreppein, S 

D/Lt Teri OôConnell, JN, D/Lt/C Andy 

Battaglia, AP, and Debbie Rago 

Guests were greeted at the door by Lt Don Cates, 

Lt Dorothy Harkness, S, and P/C Tom Morr, P 

It was another 

beautiful evening 

at the Yacht 

Club 


