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D/C  Edward (Ted) Reiss, Jr, SN-CN     
Marco Island      capttedr@yahoo.com 

   

Who thinks it is hot in Florida?  My wife Peggy 

and I just spent time in Georgia, North 

Carolina, Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey.  

All were hotter than Florida and all just as 

humid as Florida or at least Marco Island.  But summer is 

ending and new events are scheduled.  Vacations are ending, 

schools are reopening and Snow Birds are returning.  Time to 

get back into safe boating!   

By now educational departments have plans for a busy 

season or two.  Classes, seminars, on‐the‐water training and for 

some the vessel trainer will heighten our enjoyment of boating 

and friends.  Social get together events round out the 

opportunities for fun.  Try to get involved and share your 

interests and skills. 

Most members received an email from the Chief 

Commander of the America’s Boating Club.  (https://

www.usps.org/index.php/committees/standing/10600  LOG IN 

and go to Committees, Planning, Strategic Plan.)  He asked for 

comments on initiatives to change the organization and move 

into the future, to promote watercraft skills on and off the water 

through member social interaction education and civic service.  

He asked for each member’s comments.  I hope you sent in 

your thoughts.   I believe some ideas are worth trying and some 

are not.  One item is to eliminate rank and grade.  I disagree.  

(Continued on page 3, COMMANDER) 
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EXECUTIVE  OFFICER  

D/Lt/C Sam Bonilla, AP  
samtico@hotmail.com 
    

 What have you done for 

me lately? I’m sure many of you 

have heard this very familiar 

refrain. Well, I’m pleased to 

report that your D22 has been having quite a busy 

year so far. The Executive Department is the featured 

department in this month’s Beacon 22 and I’m proud 

of our accomplishments! 

 As defined in America’s Boating Club® 

Operations Manual, this department is responsible 

for what are deemed “external affairs” of which I’m 

happy to report encompass primarily our “civic 

service.” Our committees consist of many D22 

members who give their time and effort to ensure 

the success of our District. Our committee chairs are 

knowledgeable and experienced in squadron affairs 

and are very eager to assist in your success and help 

you in many of the challenges we are faced with. 

Give us a call; we are here to serve your needs! 

 While there are number of active committees 

in the department, and impossible to cover them all 

in this issue, I’ll focus on the three I believe have had 

a huge impact in our district. 

Cooperative Charting Program: This 

program, in close cooperation with 

United States Army Corps of 

Engineers, the United States Coast 

Guard and NOAA’s National 

Geodetic Survey Division (NGSD), is a 

major public service of USPS®. Our district is a huge 

contributor to the above agencies with updates to 

nautical charts and the National Survey Marker 

databases. As a matter of fact, as of 1 July 2019, 434 

reports have been submitted year to date, which 

included 9,200 items from 22 observers in our 

district. Kudos to Sarasota Power and Sail Squadron 

and Peace River Sail and Power Squadron for their 

leadership in this important area.  

Our committee chair, Stf/C James Strothers. 

SN reports, “The Co‐op Charting program continues 

to update the procedures for reporting for both the 

Nautical and Geodetic program.  These changes are 

developing because of communications between the 

agencies involved and the National Committee.  

Changes in procedures are also being made to make it 

easier for submitting reports.  They also are trying to 

ʺstandardizeʺ the submittal requirements. Members are 

encouraged to periodically check the SOPs provided on 

the National Cooperative Charting website.”  You can 

contact Jim at chngsnattitudes@aol.com.  

Vessel Safety Check (VSC) Program: 

Another major service program in our 

department, working closely with the U.S. 

Coast guard Auxiliary, is our Vessel Safety 

Check program. The goal of this program is to keep 

you and the public as safe as possible when operating 

your boat on the water. A free VSC is an important safe

‐guard, and our certified examiners will be happy to 

perform the check for you, insuring your boat has all 

the necessary equipment operating properly. We have 

been really busy in this program, as well. As of 2 

August 2019, 143 certified vessel examiners have 

completed 3,410 checks, a major accomplishment and 

something to be proud of! In a recent development, the 

U.S. Coast Guard auxiliary has informed us they have 

updated their “I want a VSC” database with our latest 

contact information and will be kept current quarterly. 

Our chair for this committee is D/Lt Richard 

Quodomine, Jr., SN. Keep up the great work! 

Environmental Committee: Americaʹs 

Boating Club® promotes coastline, beach, 

and waterway clean‐up efforts through 

the volunteer efforts of our membership. 

An important objective of this committee 

is to publicize/share internally successful 

stewardship programs between 

squadrons and districts. The goal is to 

create awareness and promote engagement within our 

squadrons around the environmental issues that are 

affecting our boating community. We need to receive 

from you stories of interest, accomplishments and 

successes in this area to share with our fellow 

squadrons. I know many of you are engaged in this 

area, we just need to do a better job of spreading the 

word. Please contact our chair, D/Lt Wilfredo Lopez, P, 

at willo62fl@gmail.com. 

 

(Continued on Page 3, EXECUTIVE OFFICER) 
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Lastly, since this is August, fall must be 

right around the corner and we have a 

really busy fall planned for you! For 

starters, coming up 8‐15 September, in 

Louisville, Kentucky is America’s Boat‐

ing Club® Conference. For the district, 

our Annual D22 Cruise and Rendezvous at Fisherman’s 

Village is on 2 – 4 October and immediately following, is 

the D22 Fall Conference, 4 – 5 October, at the Charlotte Har‐

bor Conference and Event Center in Punta Gorda. Check 

out the information in this edition of the Beacon 22, and 

plan on attending for some informative sessions, and guess 

what? You just might have a good time and enjoy the ca‐

maradarie these events have to offer.  

                   Enjoy the rest of your summer, have fun and stay 

safe!                    

COMMANDER, Continued from Page 1 

Maybe reduce the repetitive nature, especially 

when dealing with the public, but keep ranks 

such as Commander, not President, and 

achievement of grades.  We are an educational 

boating organization not a civilian social club.  

More on the suggested changes will be 

discussed at the September Louisville Kentucky 

Governing Board meeting and that information 

will be discussed at the D22 Fall conference 

town hall open meeting with USPS Secretary V/

C Harry Hepp SN offering his understanding 

for future changes.  Please send me your 

thoughts so I can better represent you at the 

Governing Board meeting. Several new actions 

for D22 are planned for the Fall.  First the C&R 

at Punta Gorda is scheduled for 2‐4 October 

directly preceding the D22 Fall Conference on 4‐

5 October also in Punta Gorda.  Join us for both.  

For Saturday morning following coffee and 

pastries we have scheduled 4 round table 

discussions, an AIS seminar (free) and an 

Instructor Recertification class. Next the former 

Saturday Awards lunch will now be the 

Keynote lunch and will have a keynote speaker.   

EXECUTIVE OFFICER, Continued from Page 2 

Zane Xanders, the SW Florida Regional Clean 

Boating Coordinator, will provide information im‐

portant to us all.  The Saturday business meeting will 

be streamlined to focus only on important concerns 

with pictures taken after the conference.  Following 

the conference there will be beverages and appetizers 

so we can get together and socialize. 

Time to go boating.  Be Safe. Continue to learn.  

Have fun. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

OFFICER  
D/Lt/C Clifford L. Schmidt, JN  
captcliff61@gmail.com 
 

The summer has been warm, 

and I hope everyone is enjoying the 

weather, no matter what part of the 

country where you are.  

We have many upcoming events of interest 

the first is the 2019 Progressive® Insurance Tampa 

Boat Show®, 6 Sept ‐ 8 Sept 2019 at the Tampa 

Convention Center. D22 has a booth at the show. The 

booth will promote Americaʹs Boating Club as a 

community built by boaters, for boaters, to the 

boating community. We will also have the USPS 

Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (BSVT), a great 

attraction to our booth. The next event is the fall 

Governing Board of the United States Power 

Squadrons® which in Louisville KY, 8 Sept ‐ 15 Sept 

2019. Members of D22 Bridge and other members 

will attend this meeting and will bring back the 

newest news to the district. Of course, our D22 fall 

Cruise and Rendezvous (C&R) is on the horizon for 2 

Oct ‐ 4 Oct 2019. This event will be at the Punta 

Gorda Fisherman’s Village Marina – See 

announcement in the issue of the Beacon.  

Immediately following the C&R is the Fall D22 

Meeting, 4 Oct ‐ 5 Oct 2019 at the Punta Gorda 

Events Center. We hope by having the D22 C&R and 

D22 Fall Conference right after the C&R, that 

members will attend both. 

I look forward to seeing you at the D22 

meetings  
 

D/LT/C Cliff Schmidt, JN  

SAFE BOATING  
 

Wear your PFD, Carry a 406EPIRB and keep an eye 

on the weather 

        

EDUCATIONAL OFFICER 
D/Lt/C John R. Nason, SN  
nasonjo@aol.com 

  
 

This fall the D22 conference 

offers two free educational 

opportunities: a USPS seminar on 

AIS Electronics for Boaters, and a Recertification 

seminar for USPS certified instructors.  

Imagine you are crossing a busy shipping 

lane, and hear the ship Sea Menace  hail on Channel 

16 to the “white hulled sailing vessel 2 miles off my 

port bow. . .”  What to do???  Sign up for the AIS 

Seminar at the District Conference and learn how AIS 

could help you in that, as well as many other, boating 

situations. AIS electronics are not just for commercial 

vessels any more. The price of AIS systems has been 

dropping, making them more accessible to 

recreational boaters.  The seminar can help you 

decide if Automatic Identification System (AIS) 

electronics are right for you.  Using AIS can help you 

navigate crowded waterways easily and safely. With 

AIS marine electronics onboard, you can identify 

potential dangers and quickly make decisions on the 

water. Many systems share your boat’s information 

with other boats so they can also make better, safer 

boating decisions. 

On Saturday, 5 October, at the D22 

Conference, Joe Barnette, SN, of the Sarasota 

Squadron, will offer the USPS Seminar “AIS 

Electronics for Boaters.” The seminar will be open to 

fifteen seminar participants will receive USPS credit, 

as well as a 40‐page full‐color student guide, 

compliments of D22. In the seminar, you will learn 

what AIS does, how it does it, how it differs from 

radar, how to use AIS to navigate more safely, and 

what to consider when integrating AIS with your 

existing electronics. Enrollment is limited and 

preregistration is required! To sign up for this free 

seminar, go on‐line to: https://www.usps.org/cgi‐bin‐

nat/eddept/800/cfindx.cgi?C, check Locate: Seminars, 
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