
HOW TO USE A CHART 

Whether you're planning a cruise, going fishing, or traveling to a local marina, knowing how to read and 
use nautical charts is essential to safe boating.  Charts include must-have information, including bottom 
contours, hazards, and aids to navigation, to help you travel safely.  

What's Included? 

 What charts show navigators above the water 

 Chart features 

 Chart scales 

 What charts show navigators below the water 

 Aids to navigation 

 Latitude and longitude 

 Planning your course 

 What’s in your way 
 

 

 

USING GPS 

Sure, GPS can get you where you need to go, but did you know you can use it to steer your boat 
accurately?  Enhance your boating experience by getting the most out of today's feature-packed GPS 
devices.  Learn how to store and use waypoints, build and execute routes, and monitor steering.  You can 
also get tips on connecting your GPS to your VHF marine radio, which opens up a new world of digital 
hailing and distress signaling.  

What's Included? 

 What GPS does 

 Waypoint navigation 

 How to operate your GPS 

 What the buttons do 

 What the screens show 

 How to use the key functions 

 How to navigate safe course 

 Tips on choosing a GPS that’s best for you 
 
 

 


